
NOTIFICATION OF IMPLEMENTATION OF PROACTIVE HANDLING OF RLS-PROTOCOL DISTRESS ALERT MESSAGES, AND AUTHORIZATION FOR RETURN LINK SERVICE-CAPABLE BEACONS TO BE CODED WITH OUR NATIONAL COUNTRY CODE
(On the Agency’s/Organization’s Letterhead Paper)


The Head of Secretariat 				Date: ……………………
International Cospas-Sarsat Programme
1250 René-Lévesque Blvd. West
Montréal QC H3B 4W8 Canada


Ref.: 	Decisions of the Cospas-Sarsat Council at its Sixty-Second Session Related to Beginning the Initial Operational Capability (IOC) Phase of the Return Link Service (RLS), as Reflected in the Meeting Summary Record, Document CSC‑62/OPN/SR at Section 5.0, and Section 3.1 of Document CSC-62/OPN/5/16


Dear Sir:

This is to advise you of our authorization for Cospas-Sarsat 406-MHz beacons to be encoded with the RLS protocol (see document C/S T.001, at Annex A, section 3.3.7) in association with the following country codes[footnoteRef:1] of our Administration: [List one or more three-digit country codes assigned to your Administration; it is your discretion which territories to include.  Indicate if there are any limitations as to beacon types that would be allowed to include the RLS protocol.  E.g. Ireland has “250, allowed for PLBs only.”  Presently, EPIRBs that have national requirements to be coded with the vessel MMSI are not yet able to also accommodate RLS, pending a standard change at Cospas-Sarsat.] [1:  Also known as the “maritime identification digits” or “MID” assigned by the International Telecommunication Union.  See: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/terrestrial/fmd/Pages/mid.aspx.  Note that some Administrations are assigned more than one MID, either to provide additional MID identities within their own territory or to provide distinct MIDs for non-contiguous territories of a single Administration.  The MIDs listed here are ones for territories of this Administration that this Administration considers suitable within the terms of this letter.
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]In making this authorization, we have taken note of the Cospas-Sarsat Council decision, cited above,  “to start the RLS IOC phase and authorize the Return Link Service for public use upon the official declaration of the Galileo RLS Service by the European Commission, [21 January 2020] taking due consideration of the conditions defined in section 3.1 of document CSC‑62/OPN/5/16….”

We also have noted sections 4 and 5 of the Galileo SAR Service Definition Document,[footnoteRef:2] and the performance described therein, and further have noted, in particular, the expectation in section 3.1(2) of document CSC‑62/OPN/5/16 that our Administration will be able to properly handle distress alerts originating from RLS-enabled beacons using at least one of the methods described in that section.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  https://www.gsc-europa.eu/sites/default/files/sites/all/files/Galileo-SAR-SDD.pdf.
]  [3:  “The alerts of RLS beacons with [a country code that an Administration has authorized for use in association with an RLS protocol encoded in a beacon] for the RLS IOC phase will be transmitted to the SPOCs/RCCs responsible for the area where the alert is located according to at least one of the following procedures:

via the nominal procedures for alert data distribution to the MCCs responsible for the area where the alert is located, complemented by the interim procedures using narrative formats until all MCCs are RLS-capable, as defined in document C/S A.001;

via the NOCR procedure, also documented in document C/S A.001, which allows the country coded in the beacon message to take proactive steps to guarantee that the RCC/SPOCs in the area of responsibility are informed of the alert.

In either case, it is required that the MCC responsible for the alert data distribution to the responsible RCC/SPOC, or to the RCC/SPOC associated with the country of registration, guarantees timely [transmittal]. Specifically, if this MCC is not RLS-capable, or the alert is MEOSAR data and the MCC is not LEOSAR/GEOSAR/MEOSAR-capable, the data will be forwarded in near-real-time by manual or preferably automated means.”
] 


The Cospas-Sarsat Secretariat is requested to amend our national entry in document C/S S.007 to reflect the new RLS protocols allowed by this authorization.

We note that the Cospas-Sarsat Secretariat can be contacted with any questions: mail@cospas-sarsat.int and +1 514 500 7999.

Best Regards,



IMPORTANT: Signed by Official Representative of Participating Country/Organization (please indicate title and position)


